1. RESPECT FOR ONE'S LANGUAGE

Mahatmaji, having finished his work in South Africa.,
returned to Bharat1 at the beginning of 1915.2 On his
arrival in Bombay port, he was met by a Parsee press
representative, eager to be the first of the crowd of
reporters waiting to interview the famous barrister who
had left India as a mere nonentity and was now coming
back with all eyes upon him.

Professional success had been the very least of
Mahatmaji's South African triumphs. He was "returning
as the long-awaited champion of his crushed and tram-
pled countrymen, having made the world realize that
Bharat's right to equality was now a burning problem
that no amount of Imperialist effort for stamping it out
could quench. And this he had achieved single-handed,
using only his invincible weapons of unyielding gentle-
ness, patient argument and determination to endure
whatever might come, secure in his faith in the ultimate
victory of truth and voluntary self-suffering over mere
force.

The Parsee journalist began his interview in English,
according to the custom prevailing among educated
Bharatis of those days, when to speak English was the
hall-mark of modern culture, conferring a far higher
'prestige than any other accomplishment.

1  India.
2  On January 9.